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Policy Title:

   Property Tax Exemptions given under the 

Community Organization Property Tax Exemption Regulation (COPTER) 281/98
Policy No.:
1023
Approval:
County Council

Effective Date:
March 2 2011

Supersedes Policy No.:
NEW
Policy Statement:
Mountain View County (the County) will establish a process whereby Council will determine an exemption under the Community Organization Property Tax Exemption Regulation 281/98 (COPTER)
Purpose:
To provide Council, Administration and the public with a standard and uniform practice and to determine an exemption under this regulation. (COPTER)
Regulations:


1. The guidelines are to assist applicants, staff and Council in the preparation, review and consideration of exemption applications for properties that do not fit the standard exemption guidelines from the Municipal Government Act.
2. Tax exemptions under Section 362(1)(n) of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) are generally considered a technical question and eligibility will be determined by the Designated Assessor.  As an exception, eligibility for properties under Section 362(1)(n) of the MGA, Part 3 as regulated by COPTER will be determined by a resolution of Council. 
This part of the Regulation provided the authority for a municipality to consider a property tax exemption for a property that does not qualify elsewhere, such as arts facilities, day cares, museums, sheltered workshops, sports facilities and any other property that is described and meets the qualifications and conditions in Part 3 of the Regulation, detailed in sec 15. 
3. Non-profit organizations or “Community Associations” seeking consideration for a property tax exemption under Sec 362(1)(n) of the Act and the provisions of Part 3 of the Regulation are required to make an application to their local municipality annually.  This requirement can be waived for up to 3 years by Council.
4. “Community Association” means an organization where membership is voluntary, but restricted to residents of a specific area, and that is formed for the purpose of:

(a) enhancing the quality of life for residents of the area or enhancing the programs, public facilities or services provided to the residents of the area

(b) Providing non-profit sporting, educational, social, and recreational or other activities to the residents of the area.

5. The organization making the application must be a “Non-profit” organization, as defined in the regulation, and operates the facility on a non-profit basis
6. The property must be “held-by” the organization by ownership, lease, licence or permit.

7. The use of the property must not be “restricted” for use by any individual on any basis, as defined in Sections 7 and 16(2) of the Alberta Regulations 281/98.
8. Council may consider whether, in the opinion of Council, the use of the property is of general benefit to the community and / or the ratepayers of the County.

9. Council may consider whether similar properties with a similar use are also tax exempt and /or eligible for tax exemption status. Generally, properties with a similar use would have the same tax status.
10. The COPTER regulation and the Guide to Property Tax Exemption in Alberta will be used to help determine the eligibility for exemption.
11. If a property owner is not satisfied with the assessment exemption status applied to a property the assessment may be appealed to the Local Assessment Review Board (LARB) or the Composite Assessment Review Board (CARB)

End of Policy
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